International Baccalaureate History of the Americas
2023-2024 Syllabus (Mr. Sisson, 9-113)

As the title indicates, this is a college-level course.  Its format follows that of survey classes in many colleges and universities. The use of critical thinking skills plus the application of comprehensive persuasive writing are an integral part of this study of American history.


The central texts for the class are History of Americas, The Move to Global War, The Cold War, Causes and Effects of War, and Authoritarian States course books approved by the IBO and published by the Oxford University Press.  Other informational excerpts will be taken from “A People’s History of the United States, 1492 - Present,” by Howard Zinn.  In addition to the texts, are a series of readings in social history, and several landmark works as required outside reading assignments.  Discussions are far ranging and do not replace the necessary independent reading.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with the opportunity to develop the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with American historic development.  The course focuses on persistent themes and changes in history and applies historical reasoning to seek solutions to contemporary problems.  The curriculum includes copious amounts of independent reading and writing assignments designed to challenge the mature college level student.
Class Grade

Midterm/Final Exams





homework

timed writings






class participation/discussion

unit quizzes (timed)






bellwork
reading comprehension quizzes




outside reading/video assignments

primary source document interpretations




Tentative Curriculum Schedule

1st Nine Weeks


Imperialism/World War One

Causes of World War Two

Great Depression

2nd Nine Weeks


German/Italian Expansion

Japanese Expansion

World War Two
3rd Nine Weeks


Cold War

Roots of Vietnam War


Civil Rights Movement


Korean War

4th Nine Weeks


Cold War

Civil Rights Movement


Social Movements


Vietnam War

Supplies Needed for Semester*
3 ring notebook


loose-leaf paper


blue/black ballpoint pens

colored pens/pencils


ruler




access to the internet
*these are recommended supplies. We will be attempting to submit all work on paper so that we don’t have to rely on technology.  Work must be hand-written on loose-leaf paper and written in blue or black INK. Work that has been submitted on spiral paper or written in pencil, will not be accepted for grading purposes.
Book replacement costs

History of the Americas Course Book ($61) ISBN:978-0-19-831023-5
Causes and Effects of 20th-Century Wars ($44) ISBN: 978-0-19-831020-4
Authoritarian States ($44) ISBN: 978-0-19-831022-8

The Move to Global War ($44) ISBN: 978-0-19-831018-1

The Cold War: Superpower Tensions and Rivalries ($44) ISBN: 978-0-19-831021-1

Digital copies of these textbooks are available on-line.

Contacting Mr. Sisson:

(407) 935-3600 x82636

sissons@osceola.k12.fl.us or Scott.Sisson@osceolaschools.net
Reading Assignments


All reading assignments will be posted on the bulletin board as well as on Canvas. These assignments will be provided in advance so that students may “work ahead” if they wish.  Ignorance of posted assignments will not be a valid excuse for not completing the assignments.  It is the responsibility of the student to read all of the assignments provided on the reading assignment list.  These assignments will NOT be announced in class.  Check Canvas daily!!  If you need to contact your instructor, send an e-mail or leave a phone message.  Canvas will only be used as our classroom platform, to post information for the class and should not be used as a communication tool such as Facebook for personal conversations outside of class time.
Identifies

“Identifies” assignments will also be posted on the classroom bulletin board and on Canvas.  Students are to define each “Identify” topic onto their own paper, and provide a detailed, specific definition for each.  Students may also choose to make “flash cards” with the word/phrase on one side of the card and the definition on the other side of the card.  These flash cards may serve as a valuable tool when the time comes to review for an exam.  Students are NOT to print a copy of the list that is provided on Canvas.  These definitions will not be turned in but will be used to assist students on chapter “Identifies Quizzes” that will be provided on the first day that a new chapter is started in class.  Students may not use “Identifies” on the quizzes that were written by another person.  Ten of the “Identifies” will be selected from the list provided with definitions provided for each. Students will need to provide the “Identify” for each definition provided. “Identifies Quizzes” will be timed. Students may not use “Identifies” on end of chapter/unit quizzes.
Bellwork


Bellwork will be given every class day with the exception of the day that unit assessments are given.  Each bellwork quiz will be worth a maximum of five points.  Students may use hand-written notes that they have personally taken (no books/internet) during the first nine weeks only.  Communicating with other students during the bellwork, will result in a grade of ZERO for all parties involved. The bellwork will consist of one question for the student to answer within a limited time.  Students are encouraged to use diligence as additional time will not be allowed to finish.  The question may or may not be based upon a primary source.  It may be a question that has been drawn from the assigned reading.  It is recommended that the student’s answer be no longer than five sentences. Students are to write their response to the bellwork prompt on a half sheet of paper.  Once time has been called, your instructor will collect papers for grading.  The scores for their answers will be recorded on FOCUS.
Bellwork Scoring

Bellwork is given to prove to the instructor that the student has read the assignments (or homework) provided and understands the text and topics being covered in class.  Students may use notes that they have personally handwritten (during the first nine weeks only).  Copies of notes or text pages, typed notes, notes written by someone other than the student using the notes, will not be permitted for use on bellwork.  In essence, the bellwork is a reading comprehension quiz in which the student is attempting to prove to the instructor that they read and understand the assignment.  While bellwork is being collected, any student that is seen/heard speaking or using their book/the internet will receive a score of ZERO for that day’s bellwork.

Possible scores on bellwork:

5 points = provided information proving a proficient understanding of the topic.



2 point = a response that did not prove great understanding of the assigned topic.



0 points = a response that was inappropriate or displayed an inadequate understanding of



     the assigned topic.
Bellwork Contest

A “score board” will be posted on the classroom wall.  The score will indicate the date, each class participating, and the weekly average score on bellwork for students within each class period.  Students will be competing only against others that are taking the same subject: AP classes will only compete against other AP classes; IB classes compete against other IB classes.  The object of the contest is to motivate students to achieve maximum effort and scores on their daily bellwork assignments.  An award will be granted weekly to the class that has the highest weekly average.  An average score must be greater than 3.0 (on a 5.0 scale) to be eligible for the award. 
Homework Collection


Homework is only assigned if adequate time for its completion is not available during class time.  Homework will be submitted by the date and time indicated by the instructor.  Assignments submitted after the date/time posted, will not be accepted and will receive a score of “Z” (0 points) on FOCUS.
Make-up work


With the exception of “hospitalization,” “funerals,” etc., there is no policy for make-up work.  If you are absent from school, you will need to take the initiative to ask your teacher for the work that you missed; your teacher will not initiate that conversation. All assignment dates/times are final for all students except in cases listed above. Class sessions are NOT being recorded on Canvas. All assessment dates have been posted and you will be required to complete the assessments on the date listed unless you are absent on the day of the assessment.
News/postings


Important school information will be posted on the bulletin board in the classroom.  Students are encouraged, but are not required, to read the information provided in these postings.  Students are also encouraged to post other information that they feel is pertinent to the class or school.  These postings will be updated as necessary.
Extra credit


Extra credit for this class will be rare.  
Exams

Unit assessments will be given after the completion of each unit in the textbook.  Questions/prompts will be taken from the assigned readings, class discussion, video clips, presentations, class work and homework assignments.  All answers provided will be hand-written and they must be written in blue or black ink, on loose-leaf paper.  Failure to follow these procedures will result in a grade of ZERO for the quiz. All assessments will be in essay format (no multiple choice).
Quiz “Crutches”


A “crutch” will be provided to the class that attains the highest average class score on the weekly bellwork contest but only if the average is at least a 3.0 (on a 5.0 scale).  A class will have a variety of “crutches” from which to choose to assist them on an end of chapter quiz.  The list of options will be posted on the bulletin board.  “Crutches” cannot be “banked,” and cannot be used on “make up” exams.  Students in the winning class that did not personally attain a 3.0 (passing) average on their bellwork for that week, will not be entitled to the “crutch” that their class has earned and will have to take the chapter quiz without the assistance of the “crutch.”  “Crutches” may not be used on Midterm exams, Final exams, or IB exams.
On-Line Grades

When assignments are submitted to the teacher, they will be graded and the score will be hand-written on a spreadsheet.  Once all grades for the week have been collected, these grades will be posted on-line for students and parents to view.  Postings will usually take place over the weekend.  Only on rare occasion will grades be posted on a weekday.   It is the responsibility of the student and parent/guardian, to view the student’s grade in the class on a weekly basis.  It is NOT the responsibility of the teacher to directly report unsatisfactory grades to students/parents/guardians.  If the student or parent/guardian has questions regarding the student’s grade, the parent/guardian should contact the teacher by sending an e-mail.  If desired, the parent may contact the guidance office to schedule a “parent-teacher conference.” Students who wish to discuss their grade/progress, should do so before or after school, not between classes or during lunch.  Additionally, your instructor will stay after school until 3:00 on weekdays (except Wednesdays) to assist you with your concerns/assignments if you confirm the time and date with him in advance.  As always, you are also welcome to send your concerns/questions to your instructor via e-mail in an effort to keep your inquiries confidential.
Student of the Week


At the beginning of each week, the teacher will secretly record the criterion for “Student of the Week” for the upcoming week.  During reflection at the end of the week, the teacher will select the student that displayed the greatest adherence to the predetermined criterion.  This student will have their name announced in class on the following Monday.  In addition to a certificate, the student will be allowed to select one “award” from the list posted on the bulletin board.  If the criterion for the week was not met, the award will not be announced at class time.
Attendance


 Students that enter the classroom after the “late bell” has sounded, will be recorded as “Unexcused Tardy” on FOCUS unless they have a pass.  The instructor will notify you of this action and the deans will use this information for disciplinary action. In addition, the dean will notify you if a detention has been issued.  While the teacher is taking attendance at the beginning of the period, students are to be located in their assigned seats.  If a student is not in the seat that has been assigned to them, they will be marked absent.
Daily Supplies

Students will bring all of the following to class on a daily basis:

textbook



red pen/colored pens/markers
school issued laptop


Chapter Goals
Blue/black pens


Loose leaf paper
Phones


Gateway High School rule, and Florida law, mandates that phones are not to be visible in a classroom during the academic school day unless students have teacher permission.  If a student wishes to use an electronic version of the class textbook, it may be downloaded onto their school issued laptop.  Phones that are visible during classtime, will be confiscated by a school dean and will only be released to parents who visit the school campus in order to retrieve the device.  In addition, students are not allowed to “charge” their unattended phones in the classroom.
Miscellaneous


The classroom is not a place where you will be able to “store” your belongings.  Do not leave gym/athletic bags, lunches, purses, clothing, gifts, etc. in the classroom.  Your instructor is not responsible for looking after your belongings when you are not present in the classroom. You will not be provided access to the instructor’s refrigerator.  You may drink water in class, but your instructor will not provide you with/nor sell you bottled water. With the exception of water, food and drinks are not allowed in the classroom. Your instructor does not have the financial ability to take part in all of the fundraisers being held at Gateway.  Please do not ask him to participate in your fundraising attempts.  Also, please do not use class time to raise money for your “causes.”
